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Bt S Dance: One of  Many 
Night s t o Rem em ber

by Lorenzo Francis
Ah, yes, another year of what 

they call ?the best years of your life.? It?s 

not easy as a snap of your fingers to get 

back in the groove of the school year. It 

takes many weeks, but what else? 

Perhaps a dance, but make sure it has a 

ridiculously large turnout, be sure to 

confuse Peer Leadership and the band 

and chorus kids about if they?re running 

it or not, bring food, play music, and 

boom! An event that brings much of the 

school together is born. Now, how did 

we start this year off with a bang?

 On September 20, grades five 

and six were allowed into the gym with 

the admission of five dollars at six 

o?clock. The upperclassmen of the 

seventh and eighth grade were sent to 

the cafeteria half an hour later. In their 

two respective large rooms, friends 

congregated, snapping pictures, 

laughing, talking, and having a good 

time. In the gym, the volleyball net was 

set up for the fifth and sixth graders to 

play games to the music of Shawn 

Mendes and Ed Sheeran, among other 

artists. Oh, now who was delivering this 

playlist?   Our fabulous DJs:  Aiden 

Baillargeon of the seventh and eighth 

grade chorus, along with Haleigh 

Parkinson and Anna Caforio, flautists of 

the Symphonic band, of course! These 

good people stood by to provide a 

high-quality dance soundtrack through 

Spotify magic while also looking out to 

the crowd to consider who would win 

the award for the best school spirit.

 Other band and chorus 

students worked the snack/beverage 

and raffle tables in thirty-minute shifts. 

Packages of water were generously 

donated to supply the refreshments 

stations, which, at the end of the night, 

were out of goods to serve. At the raffle 

table, volunteers were selling one dollar 

per ticket, but a bulk of five was being 

sold for six dollars. On fifth and sixth 

grade side of the event, up for grabs 

were a bag of Starburst candies or a box 

of Reese?s Pieces and a Popsocket. 

Meanwhile, the seventh and eighth 

grade had a chance to win a bag of a 

variety of sweets. Winners were pulled 

at random and announced near the end 

of the dance.  
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 Let?s backtrack to the DJs: What was their job again? Sure, it was serving up hot and fresh 

tunes, but they also scoped into the mobs of students to pick out nominees for Best School 

Spirit, as there were several reminders to sport your maroon and white before the big night. 

Isabel Van Lingen and Joseph Skoglund stood out from the crowd in the gym, Isabel rocking 

some maroon sunglasses and face paint and Joe being maroon from head to toe. In the cafe, 

Jack Ledbetter and Ireland Huff were the chosen ones, and Ireland even took the time to 

decorate her jeans with patches! Those four were handsomely rewarded for their wardrobe 

choice.

 In total, the dance raised $2,000 toward musical funds, spread from admission to 

refreshments to raffles. The band and chorus students that put in the effort to make our 

opening dance be carried out smoothly, but were also working hard (and not hardly working) 

toward the date of the Fall Concert on October 17.  Thanks to Ms. Looney and the her band and 

chorus members for running such a great first dance!
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The Inspirat ional Paint  Job of  t he Gir l Scout s
by Zoe Morales

The Girl Scout troop 30853 repainted the girls bathrooms of LMS. They volunteered 
to lend a hand to make the bathrooms more appealing. Thanks to them, our bathroom 
stalls are now more visually pleasing with a new layer of color.

The girls also go to this school and are sixth graders:  Nicole T., McKenzie S., Natalia 

C., Isabella L., Nola P., Hannah B., and Jordan G. The troop leaders are Sandy B. and Elizabeth 

L. They painted 5 girl bathroom stalls with a personal touch to every single one.

To get more information on this subject, we interviewed two of the girl scouts. Our 

first scout, McKenzie, gave out some information 

based on the pre-painting operation.

Int erviewer : What made you decide to do this 

project?

McKenzie: Well, I heard about it from my mom and it 

sounded really cool. Also, the fact that my mom is 

my troop leader sounded awesome. So I did it.

Int erviewer : What was the design process like?

McKenzie: We just sat down with colored pencils 

and thought of quotes. Then we wrote down our 

ideas and what we wanted it to look like on the stall. Next, we painted the stalls and I drew a 

cat!

Int erviewer : What designs are you thinking of doing?

McKenzie: We decided on positive quotes, and we had to think about them and we also had 

to bring our ideas. We also got to choose our quotes, however, if they weren?t inspirational 

we couldn?t do them.

Continued on next page
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Int erviewer : What were your original plans for repainting the bathrooms?

McKenzie: My original plans were to write ?Don?t give up? or something like that. I was just 

doing my homework when I came up with this thing. We were going to originally paint 6 

bathrooms, but something happened -  I don?t even know - and we decided to do only 4 or 5.

 A second scout, Nicole, talks about the future and possible effects of this undertaking meant 

for the better.

Int erviewer : How do you think people will be influenced by your designs on the bathroom?

Nicole: I think it will make people happy, and when people are in the bathroom they will think 

that ?It?s a good day to do a good thing!?

Int erviewer : What do you hope people will think of the repainting?

Nicole: I think people will think it would be so much cleaner and you wouldn?t feel so gross 

and uncomfortable when you?re in there.

Int erviewer : If you had the choice, 

would you do this again?

Nicole: Oh yeah, one hundred percent. I 

think it?s fun and enjoyable. It?s also 

good for our community.

Int erviewer : Did you enjoy helping 

your school by repainting the 

bathrooms?

Nicole: Well, I like to paint so I do like it. 

The only thing is we have to stay late 

but otherwise, I do enjoy it.

Int erviewer : Is there anything else you 

would like to add?

Nicole: I think this project will be good because it will get the word out about Girl Scouts and 

what we do.

In conclusion, the Girl Scouts helped our school and our community by engaging in a small 

task by repainting the girls bathrooms around the school to keep them fresh.
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BANNED BOOKS WEEK
by Lorenzo Francis

                     The final week of September is when Banned Books Week is observed, which 

recognizes books removed or hidden from the shelves of libraries around the world. English 

Language Arts classes were brought to the library during that week for a short side-lesson that 

teaches the importance of the right to read and read without third-party censorship. Here we 

have a quick recap:

 Classes began with Ms. Minton giving an explanation of common reasons why books 

were withdrawn in certain libraries. These reasons often came in the form of religion beliefs.  

For example, some schools that are against witchcraft within the Harry Potter series and other 

novels have been challenged. Other challenged content in other novels were due to 

homophobic/transphobic issues. The most seemingly innocent children?s books such as Hop on 

Pop by Dr. Seuss ?encourage violence? and some of his stories have been accused of being too 

scary for some audiences. A poster near the makerspace door showed off the most challenged 

books of 2018, kept track of by the ALA, or American Library Association. 

Continued on next page
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The presentation was then turned over to our new Arabic teacher, Ms. Malek, known 

by her students as Ostasa Amany.  She explained several books that were banned in her 

home country of Egypt because they caused controversy based upon religious and political 

reasons. Of these books included Children of the Gabalawy (??? ?? ???? ? ?), Liberation for Women 

(? ??? ? ?? ????), The President Shaves His Hair (?? ??? ?  ? ?? ?  ??? ?), A Feast for Sea Weeds (?? ? ?? 

?? ??? ??  ?? ? ??,), and The Dirty War (?? ???  ?? ? ???). During the Liberation for Women piece of her 

section, a student was brought up to dress in an example of what was expected of Muslim girls to 

wear. These books include content of debated issues within the Middle East and were blocked to quell 

there being too much free speech that challenges the common belief of a growing Muslim population.

The ELA students were then set free to look at the display in full. We were able to look at which 

banned books were being showcased and why they were specifically called out. During this free 

roaming session, the young scholarly individuals were able to participate in a guessing game. 

Enclosed in a jar were the shredded pages of a notable banned book. What was it? Nobody truly 

knew, but with the help of key words with the pieces of page, a couple people managed to pick out 

the correct answer. The next week, it was revealed that the novel inside was Bridge to Terabithia by 

Katherine Paterson.  Turns out that the fifth grade had the upper hand, considering it was their 

summer reading book and were aware of character names and situations. They were also encouraged 

to choose a book from the arrangement and have their picture taken with it. These photos were later 

made into bookmarks, with a caption along the lines of ?caught reading a banned book.? Remember: 

censorship leaves us in the dark, keep the light on!  Thanks so much to Mrs. Minton for creating this 

outstanding display for all of us to explore.  (Mrs. Minton created all of the artwork we saw in this 

display!)
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Oct ober  Teacher  of  t he Mont h
by James Colonies-Kelley

Leicester has welcomed an educator from the other side of the world. To a large part of 
the town, she goes by Ms. Malek, but in a classroom environment, to students, she is the 
wonderful Ostasa Amany, being guided through America by Ms. Grove. She's been hard at work 
with the eighth grade during the first semester, while also being quite the asset to the school.

Ms. Malek is from the Egyptian governorate of Dakahlia. The word "governorate" is similar 
to the word "state" here in the U.S. she lived in the capital city of Dakahlia called Mansoura. The 
literal translation of the name is victorious. Ms. Malek came 
to America on the thirtieth of July, 2019. She came here on a 
grant funded by the State Department and administered by 
the American Council for International Education. She?s here 
to teach Arabic at Leicester Middle School for the 2019-2020 
school year. She began to teach Arabic because she loved the 
language and culture and truly wanted to teach it, and when 
she saw a chance to do just that, she immediately applied to 
the program. Arabic is a beautiful language. Learning such a 
difficult language can help you to stand out. She says, ?Think 
of it as a window to a totally unique culture full of magic, 
Arabian music, exotic food, yummy desserts, and old 
traditions. Teaching Arabic in the U.S. is both an adventure 
and a challenge and I always loved adventures and 
challenges.? 

In Egypt, she had a very nice, happy, easy-going 
childhood saying, ?I had the best parents in the world. 
They were really supportive all the way. I have only one 
brother. My brother is two years older than me. Growing 
up, I think we had a simple life with simple rules. Family 
comes first, my father will also say. Do your best and 
always have fun, my mother 's favorite thing to tell me 
every morning. I was the shy, quiet girl that liked to 
spend most of her time in the house reading or 
crocheting. I did have a lot of friends.? She also signed up 
for a karate team. She was very fortunate and spoiled, 
her relatives always giving presents, candies, and money, 
especially during their major Islamic holidays.

To end the interview, she says that the places in 
Egypt that she would want to visit most are Luxor and Aswan, two cities along the Nile. They are 
historic cities which are warm all year round. They are best to be visited in the winter. Second, 
climbing Mount Sinai, known also as Moses Mountain. It is the mountain on top of which the 
prophet Moses spoke to God. You have to climb the mountain at midnight and reach the top at 
dawn to see the sunrise if you ever were to go.

Ostasa will be bringing a whole new level to what happens at Leicester Middle School in 
the coming months, but she's only here for the year, so make her feel welcome and give her the 
best experiences of her life!
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The Dance of  "Spoopy Szn"
by Cooper White

In the month of October, the 

annual Halloween dance was held. This 

time the yearbook club were the ghost 

hosts. As usual, they did a great job 

raising money for this year 's yearbook. 

They are raising the money to better 

your yearbook experience and make the 

best quality yearbook yet. Your 

contributions from buying drinks snacks 

and raffles all went towards the 2019 

yearbook. This money can be put 

towards items such as cameras and 

other equipment or even towards paying 

for future and present yearbooks.

 The dance was a huge success, 

bringing in hundreds from the fifth and 

sixth and hundreds from the seventh 

and eighth grades. Just like the Welcome 

Back Dance, the fifth and sixth were 

placed in the gym while the eighth and 

seventh were in the cafeteria. The raffles 

and costumes were a hit. The whole 

school was encouraged to come and 

dress up (many did). The costumes 

turned out great although some better 

than others. You may know what I?m 

referencing. Yup! You guessed it, the 

costume contest. If you were looking for 

a reason to dress up, this is just that 

reason. The people in costumes who 

thought they were pretty good-looking 

walked in circles around the gym and 

cafeteria. As they went around, the best 

were chosen and brought to the middle. 

There, the top three costumes were 

singled out and won wonderful prizes. 

Winning it for the fifth and sixth graders 

were: Madalyn Rose in first as the 

Energizer bunny; in second, a group of 

Three Musketeers costume made up of 

Karsyn Bulak, Sierra LaCroix, and Gianna 

Panepinto; and third place was Abigail 

Baker, quite the ?smart cookie?. Winning 

it for the seventh and eighth graders 

were: third place as Glowstick man, 

Dylan Delage; second place, Gabrielle 

Pietri as the leg lamp from  A Christmas 

Story; and first place, Ella Smith with an 

extravagant head and face of Bob 

Ross-like hair.

 So, if you did not come this year 

maybe think about coming next year or 

to our next dance. Bring a friend and 

make sure to dress up. All the money 

goes to the school and it is a great way 

to spend your spare time. You can hang 

out, play in a raffle, or have a snack. 

Hope to see you at our next 

spooktacular Halloween dance!

Continued on next page
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7/8 Winners (f rom  lef t  t o 
r ight ): Ella Sm it h (1st ), 

Dylan Delage (2nd),   
Gabi Piet r i (3rd)

M
adalyn

 R
ose (1st )

Abigail Baker  (3rd)

Sier ra LaCroix, Gianna Panepint o, Karsyn Bulak  (2nd)
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